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This research is a case study that examines the concept of City Identity with an
emphasis on the city image of Al-Khums, a coastal city of Libya. In this research,
identity was defined as the attributes of a place that is recognized or recalled as being
distinct by the people. Identity is a critical issue in Al-Khums. The city’s overall image
including similar forms, does not possess an identity. There is a lack of distinctive
character within the recent developments in Al-Khums. The aim is to investigate the
elements and attributes associated with identity of the Al-Khums city as perceived by
the residents. Finding out the distinctive elements of the city was the primary objective
of this study. Establishing the characteristics linked towards those distinctive elements
was the second objective of this study. Discovering the variation between different
residents and their identification of distinctive elements of the city were the third
objective of this study. The last objective was to uncover the evaluation and feelings
of residents toward the city. Mixed methodology such as quantitative and qualitative
approaches in the collection and analysis of data are utilized in this research. A survey
was utilized for the quantitative approach via a questionnaire that was developed on a
sample of the residents of Al-Khums. 330 residents originating from various sections
of the city were considered in the sample survey. Techniques such as interview, free
sketch task and visual survey were adopted under the qualitative approach. The

interview essentially involved twenty-seven professional architecture and urban



design residents. Using Microsoft Excelt 2013 and Statistic Package for the Social
Sciences, the information were gathered and scrutinized. SmartPLS was also utilized
to conduct a structural equation modeling (SEM) approach to run cross analysis and
content analysis for convergence of both qualitative and quantitative information.
There are four main findings of the research Firstly, The imageable buildings of Al-
Khums were based on eleven identified buildings. Secondly, the Characteristics
distinctive elements (buildings and structures) are influenced by physical appearance,
activities and the meanings. The physical appearance has a dominant influence on the
building's identity in Al-Khums. The third finding is that there are no significant
differences between the genders (male and female) when it came to identifying the
city elements. With regards to age, a significant difference was found between the age
differences and their perceptions of buildings and structures. Finally, there are non-
significant measurements of the dimensions. Furthermore, mentioned items talked
about visual impression of the city image, relationship between traditional form and
current form of building and Al-Khums’s urban form is vivid, legible and memorable
as focus of interest to the Al-Khums authority and environmental stakeholder on their
decision and urban planning policy. This study fundamentally contributes to enhancing
literature dedicated to urban design and architecture by identifying Al-Khums building
and structure through different dimensions and items to bring about the easy
sustainability of buildings and structures in the city. All the models were new and
could contribute to the enhancement in the academic field as well as being the main
guideline for the practitioners in making their decisions for future development to

create the city’s image and identity.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

This research examines the concept of city identity of Al-Khums, the coastal city of
Libya. The primary concern is to explore the elements and attributes that residents
associated with the city’s identity. Identity according to (Auclair & Fairclough, 2015;
Khirfan, 2014) and support by Lynch is “the extent which a person can recognize or
recall a place as being distinct from other places as having a vivid or unique or at
least a particular character of its own” (Lynch, 1981, p.131). Lynch’s interpretation
of identity was adopted by this study, in which the distinctiveness of the elements and
the attributes that residents linked with the identity of the study was examined. These
elements play a significant aspect in shaping the image of the city and people link them
with identity in the city. Particular properties of the high imageable elements and
elements linked with the identity of the city are also looked into in the research. In
order to do so, the Al-Khums resident’s opinions of the physical environment is studied
via measurement of urban imageability and other form-making attributes (Physical,

Activities and Meanings).

The general form of the study and the basis in which the results of the inquiry are
presented are elaborated in this chapter. The first section will also point out the
research problem while the following section gives an overview of the aims, objectives
and research questions. The rearch agenda is explained in the third section followed
by a presentation of the research methodology and techniques in the fourth section.
Case studies are included in the fifth section while the limitations of this research are
discussed in the sixth section. Lastly, the general structure of the thesis is presented in

the final section.
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